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1. 1The attached file indicates that there is 8 mige
understanding of an individuasl's right to recover from the
Governmant for Injuries and damsge, both among individuals
overseas a&nd tio some oxtent, in the administrative offices
in Washington. i“or a lons period enployeas golng overseas
have besn informod that they must get their belonginge over
themselves, and take out insurance on them and that there
is therefors, nmo reocourse against the Government. This ig
& correct statemont so far &s it goes. Howsver, until
recently, some of the snployses have been told that theiy
beiongings would be picked up, packed erd shipped by the -
Government werehouse. 7They were alsc told that insurance
could not be cbtmined as the Government warehouse could
not be identified to the ilnsurer. It appears that muen -

ol the belonginga of theae employeep was damaged prior to
arrival overseas, and it is claimed that the damage was

dus to negligence om the part of the warehouse. This

creates u circumstancs outside of the genaral rule cited
above, since the Government has not psrmitted them to Pro-
ceed on thelr own, and hae prevented insurance. Prior to
hugust 2, 1646, thers wes no general provision whish pers
mitted the Government to accept and settle Tort claima, l.0.
claims arising vut of negligence or mismonduct of Govsrne
ment employeess The Tort Claims Act of that dats, howsvar,
provides l'or aaministrative ssttlement of such claims egainst
any agency up to $1,000, and for judielal settlement of
clalms over that amount, in situstions where the Covernment,
were 1t an individusl, would be liable under local law.
Obviousiy, an individual, if he had beer demaged by ths act
of & CIG employee, could make clainm againat CI0 under the Act.
In the specifie ceses herein involved, securlty would prevent
opsn oonsideration of the olalms and the facts should not go
outside of 0S0. . ‘ :

2. Ve suggest, as cdyolnﬁxcn to the problem, that we
prepare a short explanaticn of the Tort Claims Act, as 1t
is nsw and not widely knuwn, and distridbute it to all stations,
pointing out that it 1s obvicus, for seourity reasons, that
any clains made under the act, bo addresged securely to 030
Ior oconsiderstion.
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8. The law suthorises seStlsment of sush claims b
the head of the department, or his dealgnes, and we Belleve.. .
it will b2 appropriate 0 have you so designated. "The Aot
is retrosctive to 1 January 1345, but a tdime limitgiion Pae
uires that a olaim be presented within cme (1) yoar afiay

t asoruns.

4. The above proposal, we believe, will serve to olsayr
W thsese past warshouse capes and to estadlish g proper method
for handliing future cases. -
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